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CMP 100(010): 

Effective Composition   





Welcome!  Composition 100 is a course designed to familiarize students with college-level writing, including citation styles and common uses of argumentation, rhetoric, and form that can be used across your university career.  This class will not teach you how to write—but it will develop your abilities to craft coherent, clear, and corrected formatted essays, both for this class and others.  This is (still) an incredibly powerful skill, both for communicating your ideas and shaping your identity.  To write is to think, and thinking comes from this application of thinking into a medium.  So while this is a writing class, it is also a class on how we think.  

Learning Objectives: 
❖ Knowledge of the basic tenants of composition (including arrangement, structure, and style)
❖  Knowledge of the basic tenants of rhetoric (including argument, evidence and reasoning,
and topoi)
❖ Awareness of the importance of audience, purpose, and genre
❖ Understanding of the writing process from pre-writing to editing a final draft
❖ Create positive visions of the future by cultivating an understanding of sustainability and the lifeworld around us.  
❖ Improved critical reading skills
❖ Skill in crafting various forms of public, reflective, and academic writing

Specifically, this class will highlight writing on the climate emergency as the backdrop or feature of the class; other versions of this class focus on poetry or visual communication, however this iteration will try to bring climate anxieties, fears, and hopes from unarticulated panics at the back of our minds to a more front and center position.    Many of the readings, exercises, and styles of writing will be adjacent or feature sustainability.  

The other major topic that might be emerging in your lives (or you question the value of writing in the age of this) is the use of AI chatbots such as ChatGPT, Claude, Gemini, and others.  A central tension will be the digital (automatic, instantaneous, immediate) versus the natural (time consuming, lengthy, cumbersome, affixed to a specific place).  You will need to master both in order o succeed in your college careers and beyond.  


Effective Composition 
Spring ‘25
Tues/Thurs 9:30-10:45
Dr. Robert Foschia
foschia@kutztown.edu
Office: OM 432
Office Hours FA ‘24
T/Th 8-9:30 (office)


Virtual M/W 12:30—2:30

Or by Appointment


Required Texts:
Readings on D2L:
No textbook required







































Course Policies   

· Attendance Policy:  I do not distinguish between “excused” and “unexcused” absences unless your absence is a university-sponsored activity, jury duty, military obligation, or a religious holiday.  Life does occur, and if there is an extreme circumstance, I am willing to work with you.  However, this does not apply to: traffic, car trouble, large line for coffee (though I will sympathize with this one).  You will have two personal days or absences—I don’t need to know what for—that are excused.   After that there is a negative effect on your standing in the course.   
· Attendance Grading: there is no “reward” for attending (attendance-as-a-grade), however, there is a penalty.  After three missed classes I will start to deduct from your overall grade.  if you miss eight classes, you will fail the course.   Please come speak to me if there is some reason that this number of absences is occurring.  It is up to the student to keep track of absences, I will record them, but it your responsibility to know your standing in the class.  
· I take attendance at the beginning of class—I will do a preamble of what will be occurring in the class, then I closeout Starfish.  If you have not arrived at this time, you are absent—I do not do “lates,” as this will cause me to interrupt class.  If you arrive late consistently, I am not going to credit these at the end of the semester.  If there is some reason that you arriving late, you need to address this before the end of the semester.   
· The penalty for absences is detailed here: 2 missed classes is a 0 point deduction—treat this as your personal time off (PTO) or for emergencies.  3 missed classes equals 1% of your grade.  4 missed classes is a 3.5% deduction; 5 missed classes equals a 7% hit.  Penalties from here on become onerous: 6 missed classes is 12%, 7 becomes 19%, and again eight makes the class unpassable.  
· If at any time you want to know your attendance record, I can easily pull it up on Starfish and am happy to share it.  However, I am not going to hound anyone whether they are in class or not.  
· If I show up late, I will add a 1% bonus to everyone’s scores for every session I am late by more than five minutes.  I only ask you to do things that I hold myself to account for as well.   
· Mid-semester survey: there will be an anonymous mid-semester (early October) survey that will appear on D2L—you do not have to take it, but it is very useful to me if you do and are honest in it.   I will be unable to match it to any students, and I do take the feedback seriously.  If I can change some things midway, I will try.  If the class as a whole gets a 87.5% completion, I will add a bonus to everyone’s grade (but only if you hit this number!).  
· If you have a University-sponsored event that causes you to be away from class, please provide documentation before the absence.  I will not accept University-sponsored absences to appear at the end of the semester.   
· I encourage you to communicate with me throughout the course about the course.   Not getting the material? Come see me.  Struggling to keep up with assignments? Come see me.  Think the book I selected for the course doesn’t work? Once more with feeling.  I have office hours throughout the semester and am also willing to work on scheduling.
· Late work:   I do not accept late work.  This includes dummy links or files I cannot access.  If there is an issue in the file format, or a corrupted file, that is part of uploading the assignment.  In certain cases I will waive this based on the situation, but not being able to access something is the same as it not being turned in for this class.  Once I grade assignments, I move on.  My social contract is that in return I will turn around with feedback assignment within two weeks of submission, except in incredibly busy (e.g. finals week) situations.  In return, if you miss significant time or assignments during the semester I will not hound you in December or May to please turn in work.  
· If you resubmit an assignment for some reason (with permission from the instructor), you must email me the assignment as well.  D2L does not notify me anytime an assignment is resubmitted, and again, I move on.  
· A generalized rubric is available on the D2L course under getting started, which details my grading habits.  However, I highly encourage students to not reverse engineer rubrics to complete assignments.  I try to assemble rubrics so that when I grade the assignment, students get the best possible grade.  In class, I will go over multiple points of emphasis I am looking for in each assignment.  However, the rubric might not have this exact same language—it is imperative that you take notes about how to complete assignments rather than complete the assignment entirely off the rubric.  
· The file formats I will accept are Microsoft Office, Google Suite, PDF, and specific image formats based on the class; note: I will not accept any work in Pages or notes app.  
· I expect you to participate in the course, and to benefit from the interactions with your peers, guest speakers, and professor.  If I feel you are distracted by a device, or not engaged in a manner I deem satisfactory, I will provide an alternative assignment to be completed by end-of-week in order to receive credit for that day.  Attention is necessary to learn, and I work hard to keep and direct your attention.  If you can’t focus attention, you will be unable to learn, practice, and grow as professionals.  
· A note on Old Main 130: the classroom is set to be a collaborative environment, in which case I will assign several “in-class” assignments that are not marked on the syllabus.  If you are not in class that day, you will not receive credit and there are no makeups (I cannot reproduce the classroom environment, therefore I cannot re-capture the work done).  If you have an excused absence, the assignment can be marked exempt if there is a discussion with the professor.  


Grading 

Below is a breakdown of the grading system used for the class—it will be used for both assignments throughout the semester as well as final grades.   If you have a question about your grade, please come and speak with me ASAP.   Each assignment will have a rubric attached, but you should complete them based on class discussions, readings, and the assignment rationale (there are few positive outcomes and many bad ones for trying to reverse engineer based on rubrics; the rubrics are there more as a guide for me).  

A = 93-100 		A- = 90-92                     B+ = 87-89 		                           B = 83-86 		B- = 80-82                     C+ = 77-79 	                                       C = 73-76  		C- = 70-72                     D+ = 67-69                                              D = 65-66 (65)		F = Below 65






Academic honesty policy 

You will get the most out of this class by producing the work required through your own creative and industrious selves—this includes staying from generative AI or tutoring services.  I take academic integrity seriously and have linked to the University’s position on academic integrity.

https://www.kutztown.edu/Departments-Offices/M-R/Registrar/Documents/Forms%20for%20forms%20page/ACA-027%20-%20Academic%20Dishonesty.pdf

Using Chat GPT and Generative AI
The use of generative AI tools (e.g. ChatGPT, Claude, Dall-e, etc.) is NOT PERMITTED in this course, including 

The use of generative AI tools are not permitted in this course for the following activities:
· “Brainstorming,” or organizing thinking, outlining, etc.; using generative AI as an “assistant” has, in my experience, been similar to copy/paste of GPT content.  Writing is thinking, and if you atomate writing, you are also automating thinking.  
· Impersonating you in classroom contexts, such as by using the tool to compose discussion board
prompts assigned to you or content that you put into a Zoom chat.
· Completing group work that your group has assigned to you, unless it is mutually agreed upon
that you may utilize the tool.
· Writing a draft of a writing assignment.
· Writing entire sentences, paragraphs or papers to complete class assignments

I will be running each assignment through a variety of AI detection software, if I have sufficient evidence that a generative AI was used in an assignment, you will receive a zero on the assignment, and I will refer you to the Undergraduate Academic Honesty Committee: https://www.kutztown.edu/about-ku/administration/committees/undergraduate-academic-honesty-committee.html

Let’s say you use AI and I do not detect it—it is still bad at writing (in terms of this class)!! At this stage, the advantage of using AI is a timesaver, and not for quality; given that, if you automate assignments (deem them unnecessary, “busy work”, etc., ) I will likewise ‘automate’ or pass off  the issue to the University.  Writing like AI is just as bad as writing with AI.  

You are responsible for the information you submit based on an AI query (for instance, that it does not
violate intellectual property laws, or contain misinformation or unethical content). Your use of AI tools
must be properly documented and cited in order to stay within university policies on academic honesty.
citation formats.]. Any assignment that is found to have used generative AI tools in unauthorized ways
will result in a zero on assignments, expulsion from the course, and potential university level consequences.  

When in doubt about permitted usage, please ask for clarification.



KU Writing Center

The goal of the KU Writing Center is to aid you in your writing goals and endeavors.  I highly suggest using this service for any projects that you might want a fresh set of eyes on.  Upon booking a meeting, you and a KUWC consultant will together discover not only means of improving drafts, but also strategies you can use to improve your writing over time. Consultants provide feedback as honest and interested readers, commenting on focus, organization, development, mechanics and style.  They are also other voices besides my own that will only help your process (this is not to say to only use them for assignment help, but a combination of the instructor and the service).  
Please call 610-683-4733 or email wrcenter@kutztown.edu to set up an in-person appointment. To begin using the WCOnline site and schedule an online session, please go to https://kutztown.mywconline.com. Please see their website for additional helpful instructions and screenshots:  https://kutztownwritingcenter.wordpress.com/ 



Disability Services:

If you have already disclosed a disability to the Disability Services Office (215 Stratton Administration Building) and are seeking accommodations, please feel free to speak with me privately so that I may assist you. If you have an injury sustained during military service including PTSD or TBI, you are also eligible for accommodations under the ADA and may contact the Disability Services Office.

You can reach Disability Services at 610-683-4108 or in Stratton Administration Center 215 for additional information. Their website is: 

https://app.kutztown.edu/SZ_001_POLICY_REGISTER/Policy/DIV-004

[bookmark: _t9pqr4iuyjgo]Kutztown University Non-Discrimination Statement

Kutztown University does not discriminate in employment or educational opportunities on the basis of sex, race, ethnicity, national origin, age, disability, religion, sexual orientation, gender identity or veteran status. 

To discuss a complaint of discrimination, please contact the University’s Title IX Coordinator located in the Office of Social Equity, Old Main A-Wing, Room 02, by phone at 610-683-4700 or by email at pena@kutztown.edu or the Office for Civil Rights located in the Lyndon Baines Johnson Department of Education Bldg., 400 Maryland Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20202-1100, by phone at 800-421-3481 (TDD: 800-877-8339), by fax at 202-453-6012, or by email at OCR@ed.gov.


Disclaimer
 
The syllabus will most likely undergo some tweaks and modifications as we go through the semester.  I will try to ensure that there is always a current version available so that you can check on D2L, and make it note of it in class, online, email, etc.,  




















Schedule of Classes


	Date
	Class Topic
	Reading Due
	Assignment Due

	1/28
	
Course Welcome!

	Syllabus and Class Overview

Introducing Google Docs Writing 
	

	1/30
	Reading and Writing  at the End of the World 
	
How to Read an Academic Article or Book

Doctorow ‘Writing in an Age of Distraction’

Schaeberg, ‘Ecophobia’

	

	2/4
	
Thinking and Writing in Environments  
	Dungy, “Is all Writing Environmental Writing?”

NatGeo “Anthropocene’

Chaffee, Thinking -Writing Model
	What is Sustainability? Writing Sample DUE

	2/6
	Library Visit
	Meet at the Library Entrance—We will then go meet Sue for a presentation 


	

	2/11
	Sustainable Literacy project 
Rhetorical Triangle
Definitions and Facts 
	Read: “Thinking Rhetorically” by Lunsford 


READINGS DETERMINED BY LAST NAME-CHECK D2L

Scranton, ‘Having children in a burning world’ 

Project Drawdown, ‘How to talk to kids about climate change’ 

	

	2/13
	Logical Fallacies

	Barnet et al “Developing an Argument of your Own”

Ramage, “Using Evidence Effectively”

	

	2/18
	The Writing Process
	Anne Lamont, “Shitty First Drafts”

Lunsford, “Writing Processes”


	
”


	2/20
	Formatting Essays Thesis Statements
	Lunsford, “Writing Processes”

Work on Process Sheet #2

Brower, “Operating Instructions” 

McKibben, The End of Nature excerpt



	Rough Draft DUE


	2/25
	Formatting Essays
Hooks and Intros 
	Okorafor, “Spider the Artist”

Philip K. Dick, “Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep’ excerpt 

VanderMeer, Annihilation excerpt 
	




	2/27
	Formatting Essays 
Topic Sentences
	Palmquist, “Organizing”

Muir, “My First Summer in the Sierras”

Atwood Oryx and Crake excerpt 

	Sustainability and YOU Essay DUE

	3/4
	Green Things 
	Pinchot, “Prosperity”

Durning, “Dubious Rewards
of Consumption’

McKibben, “Power to the People” in the New Yorker
	

	3/6
	Climate 
Doomer-ism
	 
 Watch First Reformed 


	Watch First Reformed

	3/11
	Textual Evidence & ,ACE: Paraphrase, Summarize, Direct Quote
	Anson + Schwegler, “Paraphrasing”

Odell, Excerpt from Saving Time”

First Reformed reviews 

	

	3/13
	Review MLA & Citation
	Hidden Costs of AI’s Impact”

“ChatGPT Killed the College Essay”

Warner, “A Meaningless Education”

Rosenzweig, “what We Lose When We Let the Machines…”
	Compare + Contrast 
Outline Due

	3/16-3/23
	Spring Break- No Class

	
	

	3/25
	Textual Evidence: Narrative Essays
	Offill, Weather excerpt 

Work on Process Worksheet #3
	Compare + Contrast
 Essay DUE

	3/27
	ECA – 
CLASS CANCELED
	Read: KSR Ministry for the Future
	

	4/1
	Review MLA & Citing Prose (Short vs. Long Quotes)
	KSR, The Ministry for the Future excerpt

McKibben: “Its 2050:  We solved climate change”

“What is Solar Punk?” Grist

	

	4/3
	Textual Evidence: Locating Textual Evidence
	Kingsolver, “Knowing Our Place”

Project Drawdown, Solutions Matrix

Ayana Johnson, Climate Venn

	

	4/8
	Textual Evidence: Practice Locating Textual Evidence
	Sanders, Staying Put Excerpt 

Jacobs, Life and Death of American Cities Excerpt 

Peruse The Cool Down Newsletter 

NYT Renewable Energy Change article
	

	4/10
	Editing 
and Revisions 
	Murray, “The Maker’s Eye”
Revisions

Carson @ Hawk Mountain 

“A Fable for Tomorrow” (From Silent Spring)

“The Fracking of Rachel Carson
	

	4/15
	Workshop Day
	
Work on Process 
Worksheet #4
	Solarpunk Essay DUE

	4/17
	Energy 
Change  
	Sanders, Staying Put Excerpt 

Jacobs, Life and Death of American Cities Excerpt 

	

	4/22
	Climate + 
Visual Rhetoric  
	Atwood “…Its Everything Change”
Burtnsky, Manufactured Landscapes 


	

	4/24
	Workshop Day

	Work on Process Sheet #5
	

	4/29
	Paper Conferences 
	
	

	5/1
	Editing is Writing
	Peer Review Essay #4 Drafts
	

	5/6
	Editing is Writing (Is Writing About Nature) Pt. 2 

	
Peer Review Essay #3 Drafts  
	

	5/8
	Class Wrap-Up
	
	Place Essay DUE @ Final Exam Time






Assignments 	
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